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Mansd Nettey:
A Radiant Force
Transforming
Banking and
Empowering
women

Mansa Nettey
CED, Standard Chartered \
Bank, Ghana

in the wbramt heart of Accra;
where the hustle and bustle
of e meets the whispets of
dreams, Mansa Nettey's fourney
began. As a young ofr she often
wondered and got mesmerised
by the entrepreneurial spirt of
the women arcund fer Each
encounter fueled har imagination
and sparked a desire to create
meaningful changs. 7 abvays
dreamed of a word where
wamen held egual power in
evary sphete,” she refiects, har
SeniE raciant with determinaticn.
It was 1his passion that propelied
fer toward a futre she would
soo feip shape.

A Dreamer with a Purpose

Mansa's childhood was marked £

b a thirst for knowledoe that set
her apart, Whik her peers playsd,
she immearsad harsalt in books,

each ane a portalto new deasand

passibilities, Her earhy fascination
with finance, sparked by storles

barriers, ignited a fire within har—a

firg that would light the way for i

rany athers. The aspirations of a
young gitlfrom Accrawers about to
take flight, drivan by an unwavering
belief in her patential.

Rising Abowve

Aftar complketing  her education
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! AChampion for Women: A

Heartfelt Mission

Mansa Mettey's commitment to

I empowerting warnen extends far

bevand her role as CEO. Herjaurnay
iz intertwined with intiatives aimed
at uplitting warmen in banking and

i beyond Oneof her most cherished
aof pawerful women who broke :

achievements is the Waomen in

Technobgy MWIT} program, which

at the University of Ghana, where :

she studied Economics  and
Pevchaology, Mansa  embarked
on a journey into the banking

workd, a realm often dominated by :
rivzr, “Walking inta that corparate
environment feft ke stepping intoa

hattlefield, " she racalls. Undetarrad,
she ambraced the challengs with
grace and resiience, driven by the
balief that wamen coukd redefine

she astablished to suppart femalk
antrepranaurs, "Whan | 52 young

;. womean flaurishing and turning thair

ieas into successful wentures, it
fills my heart with oy, " sha sharss,

! her eves sparkling with hope.

Through the WIT initiathe, Mansa
provides mentarship and access to
resouncas far women wha aspire to
enter the tach fleld —a sactar where
farnak  reprasentation  remains
alarminghe lowe By championing
this cause, she not anby nurtures
the talents of young warmen but
also promotes the importance of

i divarsity in innovation. Har balief is

success in the industry. Her f
i Mansa's advocacy  resonates

ambition was not merel persanal,

it was a clarion call for all women £
aspiring to break thraugh the glass

ceiling.

Her carear at Standard Chartered

Bank began with humble yet @

powerful steps. A= a relationship §

manager, she made waves,

with ampathy and understanding

Mansa's keen ablity to forge

fitrn: & weorkd entichad with diverss
perspectives is a warkl destined far

: greatnass,

at  conferences ke  Waomen
in Mining Ghana, whare she
passionately speaks about the
nead for women's woices to be
amplfied in kadership roks. "This
isn't mersl about numbers; it's
about foststing & culture where

;owaomen are  valued  faor  thelr
showeasing het unigue insights
and nurturing client relationships

connections and her innovative i

approach  to problem-salving

quickly distinguished  hat n a i

crowded fied  Her dedication

propeled her up the ranks, kading :

het to became the first female SED X

of Btandard Charterad Bank Ghana i

i 2017, "That marment felt surraal;

ft was a victary far avery waoman

who dared ta dream," she beams,

her pride avident. Mansa's ascent i .
is a tastamant to hat rasilience and f

wision, embochying the essence af

famale empawermeant.

cantributions,”  she passionately
asserts, inspiring attendess to take
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Breaking Barriers
with Technology:
Olive Birungl
Lumonyda’s Vision
for Aviation
and Women
Empower-
ment

Olive Birungi Lumonya
Deputy Director
Ceneral, Civil Aviation,
Ugands

Az the fights dimmed over the
vast hall of the Global Power
Women Conference i 2024,
a poweriidl presence filed the
stage. Offve Birungi Lumonya,
the Depudy Director General
of the Uganda Ol Aviation
Authority, sat among nfiusntial
waomen  panelists, each  a
traiblazer in diverse sectors
such as finance, technoiogy,
and social advocacy. This panel
discussion was mare than just
ancther conversation; ¢ was a
feartfelt deciaration of the future,
fgniting Aope and mspitation.

Seated  confidenty  amaong
her peers, Lumonva  was
ready 1o deliver a message
that woud resonate despili—
how techndiogy and awiation,
two  separable twins, are
fransforming not only Mdustriss
but also the Nwes of women
acrass the giobe.

Whao is Clive Birungi
Lumonya?

Fram the heart of Uganda, Olwe

Lumonya has emerged as a

ttansfarmative  kadar,  dedicated

ta upliting women and chikdren
through  education,  mentarship,
and  adwocacy. Her life  stary
marked by resilience and ambition,
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Her  commitrment to  learning
bacarme the cornerstone of her
waatk,  particularly in empowsring
wamen and  chidren.  Olive's
educational  journey  not  only
shaped her kadership abilities but
alsa became a source of inspiration

I for thase she would Bter mentor

i5 a beacon of hope for countkess

individuals  striving for a  better

future, Her initiaties and kadership :

roks have been pivatal in driving
pasithee change in Uganda and
bevand.

Empawearmeant Through Educatian

Olive's journey began with a strong

belief in the power of education.
Growing up in a wvilage whare
oppartunities for girls were scarce,
she realzed early on that education
coukdd be the key to breaking
free fram the limitations af her

and guide,

Aviation & Technology:
Inseparable Twins

At the GPWS 2024 conference,
Olive  =aid  "Technology  and
aviation are  inseparable”  with

Ioher waoice warm yet authoritative.

emvironment. Fuskd by a desie

to create change, Olive pursued
har  studies  with
cetermination.

Lurnanya halds a Master's degres
in Business Administration  fram
the Eastern and Southern African
Managemsnt  Institute  [ESAMIE

unrmatched :

and a Bachelor's degree in Mass |

Cammunication - from Makerare
University. She is al=o a charterad
marketer, a cerified balanced

scotecard  champion, and  an i

African Board  Fellow. These

qualiications lid the foundation far
her illustrious career, enabling her
to blend business acumsan with a
passion far social change.

"Thay're  twins—inseparable in
avary way.” Her words cared
the wisdom of a seasoned kader
wha had witnessed firsthand the
transfarmatiee poweer of innovation
in ane of the most critical global
inclustries.

She spoke passionately about the
rok of tachnalogy in reducing the
operational casts of the aviation
sectar. "The innavations we =ee

¢ today are nat just about making

flying faster or mare comfartable,”
she explained. "lt's about making
travel affordable  for  evervane,
aspecially in oregions  like ours
where aviation plays a key rale in
acanamic empowsrment.”

Az Lumonya described  the
technical advancements—like fuel-
efficient aircraft and automated
syeterns that enhance bath safety
and cost-effectivenass —her wision
bacame clear. Thesawaran't merehy
technological  upgrades;  they
wara fitelines for industries reliant
an touriem and travel. “lmagine
a plne that burns kss fuel and
flies faster It means mare pecple
can afford to travel This drives
ecanamic growth in countries like
Uganda, whera tourism is a pillar of

I our ecanamy. Mare tourists mean

mate  johs—hatels,  restaurants,

i localbusinessas, all of it " Her calm

wat passionats woice Bft no doubt
that the future of aviation was
ceeply entwined with ecaonamic
ampawearment.
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Filomena Mendes
Goncgalves: Cape
Verde's guardian
of Health and
compassion

Dr. Filomena Gongalves
Minister of Health,
Cape Verde

The voom was quiet, but there
was an unmistakable energy
i the ak as Flomena Mendes
Goncaives sat across from O
by Ken-Glami Executive
Director and  Fublsher  of
Amazons  Watch  Magazie.
Cape Verde's Minfster of Health,
Fifemena, = a picture of grace
and determination.  Throughout
thalr conversation, the lvers
of Filomena's hgpiing journsy
uiald, revealing the compiexities
of a warnan whoss e has been
shaped by profound persanal
55, steadiast ambition, and an
unshakable commitment to fer
Courtry.

A Daughter’s Promise

ilbmena's story  bagins
in the duosty streets of
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PoAfter retuming to Cape \erde,

har chidhood, whera

life was simplke but often
marked by the harsh realties of
loss. 2he was still ayoung irlwhen

her mather passad away, atragady

that kft an indelible scar

| last my mother wery sark,” she
recounts saftl, her vokze filkd with
bath nastakyia and a quiet sadness.
"I remember standing by har side,

Fikarnena quickl rose through the
ranks of paltics. &5 a member
of the Mavement for Demacracy
MpDh she mads it her mission
to advocate for women's rights,

! social justiee, and heathcare

helpless, knowing that there was @

nathing amyone could do to save
har”

That moment was photal far
Filornena, a catalyst that woukd sat

her on a path of purpass. "l made i

a pramize to myseff that day”

she says, her woice steady with :

canviction. "l vowad that | woukl
one day wark to ensure that no
chikd wioukd have to feal the same
helplessnass | did.”

This promise has guided her
through the many chapters of
her life, fram her studies in law to

her rise in paltics, and eventually :

ta her position as Cape Verde's

reform. It was during her time asa
mermber of the Metwark of Warmen
Farlamentarians in the BOOWAS
Parliament that her passion for
health equity truly blassomed.

| remamber wisiting communities
where  women  and  chidren
wara suffering from  preventable
dizzazes," she recalls, har woice
tinged with frustration. "It was
heartbreaking to =ee pecpk
struggling simply because  thay
didn't hawe access to basic
healthcare. "

Fikarnana's wark in parliament was
marked by her tireless advocacy

i far the rights of women and

kading health acwvocate. Buery i

achievemnent, every mikstane
woukd saree as a tribute to that
earhky vow —a vow shaped by lave,
loss, and hope far a brighter future.

A Journey Shaped by
Justice

chidren, particularly in the face

i of chalenges ke clandestine

migration and human trafficking.
Her abilty to combine smpathy
with strategic action quickly earned
her a reputation as a force to be
teckaonad with.

Az her palitical career advanced,
= did her influence.  Flomana
cantinued to push for reforms that
wialkd] have a lasting impact on the

i haalth and wel-being of har paople.

It was this blend of compassion,

i legal acumen, and an unwavering

Although her earky ambition was £

to become a doctor, Filomena's

jpurnay took a dstour when she i
pursued lw at the Unhwersity of §

Caimbra in Portugal.  But ewven

as she immetssd hetsef in the :

intricacies  of lkgal theary, the

memary of her mather remained a

guiding light.

‘Law and medicine may seem §
warkds apart, but far me, they bath
represent the same thing —helping
peapk, pratecting the wulnerable”

she sharas with a smile.

cammitment to social justice that
aventually kd her to her current
rale.




Legends in
Leadership: The
Power wWomen

Revolution

“The question fsn't who & going
to &t me; s who is gaing 1o stop
me. " — Ayn Rand

Across the workd, women are
rewtiting the rules of lkeadership,
prawing time and again that there
iz nathing standing in their way.
These wvisinary kadsts are not
just pushing boundaries, they are
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shattering  them, creating new
paths where none existed befors,
Women today are not wating
far permission to kad, they are
dermanding their plcs at the
table and buiding their awn. From
paltics to business and glabal
adwocacy, they are showing the

world that true kadership is not |

cefined by gender but by wision,

resiience, and an  umwavering
commitmant to justice. This s
the era of unstoppablk wamen,
kaders wha are blazing a trail for
future  genstations,  transforming
the way we think about power
and  progress. More than  just
influencars, they are the architects
aof a new, inclusive wiorkd.

Breaking the Mold

The klea aof wamen in kadership has
avoled dramaticaly owver the past
few decades. What was once an
axception is now becoming a defining
faature of todays global kadership
landscape.  Women  are  kading
nations, diracting majar corparations,
and spearheading social mavemants
with the sart of paise and courage
that i= inspiring milions,

In the United States, Kamala Harris
etched her name in history as the
first famale Vice Prasident, breaking
farmiclable barrers as the first Black
wioman and the first warman of South
Asian descent to hold this prastigious
office. Her ascent to the Whike
House i= a pawerful testament to her
reslience, unwavering commitment,
and steadfast pursuit of equality and
justice.

Bewvond her historic rok as Vice
Prasicdent, Kamal's courage and
ambition shone through her bid to
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become the first female President
aof the United States. Though
she ufttimatsly odid not =ecure the
presidency, her determination  to
shatter wet anather glass celling
reflacted her enduring belief in the
passhbility of a mare inclusive and
aquitable future. Her strangth in
ambracing this challenge, even in the
face of monumental odds, stands as
an inspiration to countless individuals
across the glabe.

Across the world,
women are rewriting
the rules of
leadership, proving
time and again that
there is nothing
standing in their
way. These visionary
leaders are not just
pushing boundaries,
they are shattering
them, creating new
paths where none
existed before

‘weerei amazareate hmagazine com | 15



| EDITORIAL

“What if | fall? Oh, but my darling,
what if yau fly?"

Fellow dreamars and ssekers of
dreatness, have you ever asked
yourself that question? | know |
hawve. In thiz edition, Unstoppable:
The Rise of the Fearless Waornen,

we are nat just asking, we are i

answering with a resounding "We
flyl"

| remember the exact moment |
chaze to stop waitting for certain
parmizsion.  Fear  was  thers,

whispering doubts, reminding me
+oceidlings,

af all the reasons to hold back.
But | stepped forward anyway.
And in that instant, | discowerad

something lfe-changing; fear may !
changing the world. Their staries

never  disappear,
makes it powetless.

but courage

This isn't just a magazing; it's a i

warm embrace, a shared whisper
af encouragemnent, and a pawsrful
charus of wolces rising together

We are here to cekbrate the i

incredible, unstoppable farce that
is womanhood and to ignite the
spark within each of us to soar ta
nesw haights,
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EDITOR’S

DESRK

Unleashed:
The Fearless
women's
Revolution

This edition of Amazons Watch
Magazine s for every waman
standing at the edge of her
braakthrough. It's for the dreamers,
the doers, the disruptars. It's for
YU,

: Dear waomen, the world is calling

for our unique blend of strength,
campassion, and wvision, Mow i
aur moment to step into our pawer,

o tewwrite the laws, and to buikd a
 future whete avary woman's vaice

i5 heard, valbed, and amplified.

Imagine women shattering glass
redefining  industries,
and leading with  unwawvering
confidence,  In these pages,
vou'l meet the waomen who are

are a testament to aur colkctive
P,

Frarm boardrooms to battkefiekds,
fram technokgy to palitics, warmen
are making history  evary  day.
This edition is dedicated to the
trailblazers whao loked at a clozed
doar and said, "Watch me break
it open.” You'l meet women wha
are rashaping industries, cracking
the mak-dominated matrix, and

praving that lkadership has no
crndear,

This edition has been blessed
with intimate conversations with
incredible warnen wha are shaping
our workd: H.E Mrs. Dominique
Oupattara  [First Lady of Gdte
d'lvaire}, H.E. Mutinta Hichikma
[First Lacty of Zambia}, H.E. Mrs.
Fatournatta Bah  Barrow  (First
Lady of the Gambial, and Mrs.
Ann Marie Davis, wha embaody
the heart of kadership. And the
amazing Mrs. Solange  Amichia,
Mres. Dagmawit Moges Bekele,
Fatournata Sanogo,  FRoseanna
Omyia, Dr. Mandas Marikanda, Ms.
Marieme Mgomn, and Engr Ziria
Tibatva Waakeo, wha are examples
af wornen wha are breaking down
barriers. These are the stories that
will inspire you to embrace wour
awn fearless journay.

We also bring exclusie insights
fram phenamenal warmean kading
across sectors, fram investrnent
and energy to peacebuikding and
mizrafinance, praving that wamen
are nat waiting far permission to
lead,
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The Power of the
Invisible: Women
Who Made d
Difference without a
Spotlight

“We don 't need
saving, we jusi
need the space.”
— DHCHR Spotlight, 2024

In the dusty courtyard of a small village
gchaal in South Sudan, a worman
named Aluel stands between two
graups of men ready to fight aver
land. With nathing but her wokze and
her reputation as a farmer who feeds
dozens of familes, she persuades
baoth sides ta st under the shade af
a tree and talk. That day, more than
200 families awided displacemsnt
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because of her courage. Yet her stary
nevat mack the headlines.

Across the word in rural India, Leela
sakas before dawn, tanding her fislds
and then gathering a group of woung
girls in a makeshift classraom under
a mango tree. Bhe teaches them to
read using pages from  discarded
newspapers, For those gitls, Leela is

‘e amazoreecatchmagazine com | 6l
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Grace, Grit, and

Global Impact: The
INspiring Journey of
Dr. Fatima Maada

Bio
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Defying Destiny

At just ten years ald, Fatima Jabbie
was told her life path had aleady
beean dacided —an arranged
marriage. But she said no. That
oefiance became the carnerstone of
her mission: refusing to kt girls be
sikenced or stripped of choize.

Today, that little girlisHer Excellency,
Cr. Fatima Maada Bio, First Lady of
Bierra Leans and President of the
Organisation of African First Ladies
far Dewelopment [DAFLACL She
often reminds the warld:

I was marrisd at ten. | had no say.
But today, | am the voice for gits
who are senced. My story (s thair
stary, and iy fight i for them.”

Barn into the Mandinga trbe in
Sierra  Leons, Fatima's  rebellion
against child marriage became a
lfa-lang caling. By sidesn, shs
was alkeady aiving back through
philanthropy. Later, London opened
naw doors: she eamed a BA in
Perfarming Arts from Roehamptan
Institute and a degree in Journalism
fram the Unbearsity of Arts, Landan.
Her beginnings did not define her
destiny, they fusked it
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H.E. Dr. Lucrecia
Peinado: A Life of
Hedling, Leadership,

and Service
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Healing in the Midst of Loss

On a humid morming in the
Guatemalan highlends, Cr. Lucrecia
Peinado was summaoned to a rural
clinic whate a woung mather faced
life-threatening complications
during childbirth. For hours, she
worked tirelasshy until bath mather
and child survived. Through tears,
the grandmaother whispered: "vou
didn't just save my daughtsr, you
restared our hope.”

That momant reflects what has
defined Peinada's life: healing not
just bodies, but restoring dignity
and hope. Decades later as First
Lady of Guatemala, she continues
thiz mission, expanding it from
the operating room to the national
stage.

Roots of Service

Barn in 1861 in Guatemala City,
Lucrecia grew up in a famiy
whate sarvice was a calling. With
aevanggelical pastorsasgrandparents,
she absaorbed kssons on empathy,
justize, and dignite. Her passion for
science ked her to the Universidad
de San Carbs de Guatemals,
whate she trained as a physician
and surgeon,  later  specializing
in  anesthesiology  and  heatth
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The Power to

Empower: H.E. Mrs.
Ann Marie Davis
and Her Fight for
Justice, Dignity, and
Economic Resllience
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A Mantra that Moves Mations

“Ever | we redoh them one 8y sre, we
wonkd have aohfeved much.”

This guiding belief is nat just a
phrase for Mrs. Ann Marie Davis,
Spouse of the Prime Minister of the
Comrmonwsalth of The Bahamas, it
is the heartbeat of her kadership.
Ewary initiathve she drives, whether
planting breadfrult trees faor food
security or acvocating for wamean
antreprensurs, is rocted i this
canviction that even the smalkest act
af empowarmant can create waves
af transfarmatian.

Her rok as First Lady has
transzended ceremony. She has
kveraged her office as a platfarm
far  structural  change,  linking
compassion to economic dignity,
and praving that equity is mars than
charity, it is nation building.

From Finance to Advocacy

Mrs.  Davis's  journey  reflects
discipline, resiience, and wision.
Trained in finance, she studied at the
Landon Schoal of Accountancy and
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THE FIRST LADIES WHO LEAD

A First Lady for o
New Generation:
The Transformative
Journey of H.E. Mrs.
Lavinia Valbonesi

24 | Amazan Watch Magazire

Curing  the 2023  prasidential
campaign in Ecuadar, whik Caniel
Mabaa, the youngcandidate wing for
the presidency, spoke passionately
to a restless crowd about the future
of his country, eyes turned again
and again to the woman standing
fuietly at his side. Cressed in her
now-izonic white outfit symbalizing
peace, Laving “abonesi radiated
calm confidence. In the middle of
the rally, a mother approached her
Wwith trembling hands, whispering a
painful story of abuse and naglkect.
The weight of the woman's wards
brought tears to Lavinia's eyes.
She held the woman's hand tighthy,
leaned in, and promised she would
not anly listen but fight for women
lika hat.

That moment bacame a turning
paint in her public identity. She
was no longer just the glamarous
young wife of a political candidate.
Eha was a listanar, a comfortst,
and a kader in her awn right. She
was, for many Ecuadarians, the
volce of a generation that believed
campassion, resilience, and digital
influence could rewrite the story of
wamean in Ecuadar



